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Using the Blaise Alien Router For Audio-
Recording of In-Person Interviews
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The Blaise alien router is a useful technique for managing calls to external software. In 
this paper, we describe use of an alien router for activation of audio-recording software for 
in-person surveys.

provide enough detail. For computer-assisted face-to-face surveys, digital audio recording 

during data collection.

We describe a practical technique in which Blaise instruments can be enabled for computer 

items to be recorded, an alien router which activates the laptop’s sound-recording system, 
and block-level activation of the router within a Blaise instrument.  Ideally, a system for 

choice of which items to record, allow respondent consent to be given or revoked at any time 

effort can turn a standard implementation into a CARI-enabled questionnaire.


