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About the PSID 

• Nationally representative sample of 8,900 

U.S. families 

 

• Panel survey conducted since 1968 

 

• Survey instrument programmed in Blaise 

and C#.net 
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Background 

• Main survey instrument reprogrammed in 
Blaise in 2001 

 

• Size and complexity of instrument required a 
new extraction tool 

 

• DETL (Data Extraction Transformation & 
Loading) 

 

• Takes advantage of all the metadata from the 
Blaise tables 
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Organizing Data for Editors 

• Organize variables by person and by 

content area 

• More questions asked about Head & Wife 

• Question series are looped but need to 

subset for processing  

• Basic extraction is at the block level but 

we need or organize data differently for 

editing 
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User Definitions 
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Display Blaise Meta 
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Display Frequencies 
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Example 

Transformation 

from Wide to Long 
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Define SAS Setups 



Merge  

Type 
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Define SAS Setups 



Resulting SAS output 
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Handling Multi-mentions 

Output type=Dummy 



Resulting SAS 

output 
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Handling Multi-mentions 

Output type= 

Month String 



Variable Change Report from 2009 to 2011 
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Pull Forward 
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Handling Changes between Pretest 

and Production 
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File Management 
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Data model 1 
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Data model 2 



Conclusion 
• DETL provides reports that allow processing 

staff to methodically correct and adjust for every 
variable change 

• Informs the user about the metadata as setups 
are created 

• Quick and easy transformations of multi-mention 
variables 

• SAS code and log can be run and saved all with 
one click 

• Assists the user in making decisions about how 
to organize content and at what level 
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Thank You 

April Beaulé    abeaule@isr.umich.edu 

Mohammad Mushtaq  mushtaq@isr.umich.edu 

 

 

 

 

 

 


