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Motivation 
Blaise IS: 

• Capable 

• Powerful 

• Open 

• Many new features over the years 

 

• But, under documented 
– Existing on-line documentation and example 

datamodels were very good, just not enough of it. 
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Method 
• Inspected many web-survey screens in many systems as 

part of Blaise 5 investigation 
• Much experimentation 
• Experience over several surveys with Blaise IS 

– Primarily at Mathematica 

• Frequent communication with the Blaise Team 
 

• Thanks  
– Blaise Team 
– Mathematica for allowing adaptation of their web 

standards (which I led the development of) 

www.MMPSurveyServices.com 
MMP@MMPSurveyServices.com 

http://www.mmpsurveyservices.com/
mailto:MMP@MMPSurveyServices.com


Five Documents 
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Name Summary 

Blaise IS Samples Summarizes ‘traditional’ Blaise IS samples 

Blaise IS ABCs Mode library, menu, help, languages, 
Blaise Internet Workshop, simple screens 

Blaise IS Basics Multi-question screens, edits, groups 

Blaise IS Elaborate Custom group, miscellaneous examples, 
advance use of menu panels 

Blaise IS Journal Journal basic and advanced capabilities 

There are 275 pages, 375 figures including many tables, 
graphs, and charts. 

Part 1 

Part 2 

Part 3 
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Part 1: Blaise IS Samples 
The ‘Problem’: 

• 18 Traditional Samples 

– Distributed with Blaise for many years 

– Together they illustrate many features 

• But, it took a long time to find what you needed 

The Solution: 

• Write a summary document 
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Part 1: Blaise IS Samples 
• PDF format 

– Internet 

 folder 

• 9 tables that 
cross-
reference 
features 

• Many screen 
shots 
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Part 1: Blaise IS Samples 
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Names of 9 Summary Tables 

Blaise IS Samples and their Purposes 

Use of .ASP Files 

Summary of XML Files 

Blaise IS Samples and Fieldpanes Available to Each 

Blaise IS Samples and Fieldpanes Used in Each 

Blaise IS Samples and Groupings Used in Each 

Blaise IS Samples vs. Type of Grouping vs. Fieldpanes 

Fieldpanes vs. Groupings 

Groupings vs. Fieldpanes 
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Part 1: Blaise IS Samples 
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There are 41 pages of screen shots in Blaise IS Samples.pdf (as shown). 
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Part 2: Three New BIS Datamodels 
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They are documented in Blaise On-Line Help: 
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Part 1: Three New BIS Datamodels 

• Screen design principles 

• Visual documentation 

• Model Blaise IS datamodels 

• Model configuration files 

– Mode library, menu,  

    datamodel properties 

– Implement screen standards 
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Part 2: Three New BIS Datamodels 

• Visual 
This image 
shows  parts of 
the screen and 
the Blaise 
modules that 
enable each 
part. 
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Part 2: Three New BIS Datamodels 
• Graphical: This image from the Group Layout Editor shows how 2 

field pane definitions come together to form an Other Specify group.  
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Part 2: Three New BIS Datamodels 
• Graphical: This image shows the Browser implementation of the 

previous graphic for a particular question.  
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Part 2: Three New BIS Datamodels 
• Graphical: This image shows the Mode Library relationship to the 

previous 2 graphics with parts of the fieldpane given letter labels.  
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Part 2: Three New BIS Datamodels 
• Source code: This image shows the underlying source code for 

the images above.  
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Part 2: Three New BIS Datamodels 
• Menu: Design – Menu elements – Browser rendition 
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Part 2: Three New BIS Datamodels 
• Menu: To implement a dynamic side panel for parallel blocks. 
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Part 2: Three New BIS Datamodels 
• Mode Library: Provides 26 model field panes. 
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• Handle many kinds of situations 

• Suited to groups 
• Multi-column, Other Specify, etc 

• Meant to be used straight-away in 
your Blaise IS projects 

• Implement a display standard 
devised by MMPSS 

• Shorten your learning curve and 
speed your first implementations 
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Part 2: Blaise IS Tools 
• Optimal use: Illustrations of how to be a super Blaise IS developer. 
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• Blaise IS Preview 

• Blaise IS Workshop 

• Stylesheet editor 

• Blaise Layout Editor 

• Menu Editor 

• Mode Library 

• Grouping Dialogs 

• Journal Specification Dialog 
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Part 2: Blaise IS Tools 
• Excruciating detail at times 
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Part 3: Journal 
• Paradata: Basic server-side and advanced client-side 
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Part 3: Journal 
• System 

Openness:  

 Several places to insert 
or modify .ASP pages 
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Conclusion 
• Could be written 

– A Blaise IS quick guide 

– Blaise IS accessibility 

– Even more complex screens, such as large 
tables and data structures 

• Blaise IS has evolved over the years, 
sometimes very quietly 

• Blaise IS has surprising power, some of 
which I was not aware of 
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Conclusion 
• If you wish to ride a race horse rather than a 

bucking bronco 
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Conclusion 
• If you wish to ride a unicycle easily instead of 

just trying to stay upright 
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Conclusion 
• If you wish to fly instead of fall 
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Conclusion 
• Then read the Blaise IS documentation 

– Everyone will be happy. 
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