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The Challenge
• Replicate Blaise 4.8 functionality in Blaise 5 using only “out-of-

the-box” features for the interviewer administered survey
– MVC Custom Applications would take too long to develop and were 

still evolving

• Maintain the data structure
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Blaise 4.8 Word List 
Display

• Accomplished through 
an AVI file
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Blaise 4.8 Word List 
Recall

• Done using an API router
• Type the first letter of a 

word and press Enter to 
“select” it

• Ability to enter “Wrong 
Word” multiple times
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Blaise 4.8 Word List 
Errors

• Errors appear in a pop-
up window
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Blaise 5 Word List 
Display

• Created a template 
using timers and fills to 
display the word list in 
the survey rather than 
building an AVI/GIF file
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Blaise 5 – Word List 
Display Template

• One timer runs for 2000 ms
and resets as long as the last 
word in the list hasn’t been 
reached

• The labels hold words and are 
filled using the expression 
“Field.GetCategoryByCode(1).Te
xt”, where the number is the 
code for each word
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Blaise 5 Word List 
Recall

• Use a drop down to 
replicate the ability to 
type the first letter to 
select a word

• “Wrong Word” can be 
entered multiple times

• Specialized template 
replicates the 
“Available”/”Selected” 
appearance from Blaise 
4.8



© 2018 Regents of the University of Michigan

Blaise 5 Word List Errors

• Use Signals/Checks for 
errors so that they 
appear in the DEP, not 
as a pop up
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Blaise 5 – Word List 
Recall Template

• A data value area that will contain 
the drop down

• 10 labels to display the 10 available 
words (clicking on a word from this 
list will also select it)

• 25 labels to display the maximum 
number of selected words (clicking 
on a word from this list will also de-
select it)
 Visibility statements are used 

to determine when each word 
is selected and should be 
shown
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Blaise 5 – Word List 
Recall Template Visibility 
Setting
• If no words have been 

removed then it 
determines if the word 
has been selected

• If words have been 
removed it determines if 
the current word is one 
of the removed 
(if so, it is not shown)

IF RemovedWords.ValueAsText = '' THEN 
IF POSITION('-' + 

TOSTRING(D244_DisplayD106CAPI.GetCategoryByCode(8).Code) + '-', 
D334_.ValueAsText) > 0 THEN 
'Visible' 

ELSE 
'Collapsed' 

ENDIF 
ELSE 

IF POSITION('-' + 
TOSTRING(D244_DisplayD106CAPI.GetCategoryByCode(8).Code) + '-', 
D334_.ValueAsText) > 0 AND POSITION('-' + 
TOSTRING(D244_DisplayD106CAPI.GetCategoryByCode(8).Code) + '-', 
RemovedWords.ValueAsText) = 0 THEN 

'Visible' 
ELSE 

'Collapsed' 
ENDIF 

ENDIF



© 2018 Regents of the University of Michigan

Design Considerations
• Look up vs Drop Down

– Look ups were determined to be too slow for interviewers to select 
words as respondents recalled them

• Highly specialized templates
– Due to the mapping of fields on the templates, two word list recall 

templates had to be created (one for each instance of recall)
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Advantages of the Blaise 5 Design
• The word list no longer opens in a new screen/window for a 

more seamless survey experience
• Reduced maintenance requirements – rather than modify an 

alien procedure the entire word list can be maintained within 
the data model

• Utilizes traditional signals/checks rather than ones 
programmed in a custom application
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… and now it’s time for the 7th inning stretch!


