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The Surveys
The National Survey for Wales (NSW)  

The International Passenger Survey (IPS)
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The National Survey for 
Wales (NSW)  
Andy Watson
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The NSW complexities in Blaise 4

• Still use in-house Case 

management system

• Needs Multi-lingual 

CAPI and CASI

• Welsh Character 

encoding

• Accompanying Q-by-Q 

Helpfile



Multi-language requirements

Language Frequency Percent %

English 11,756 98.6

Welsh 159 1.3

Other 7 0.1

Total 11,922 100.0
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Special characters are always fun.

Mae'r enghreifftiau'n cynnwys palu'r

ardd, 'spring clÃ®n' neu waith tÅ· 

trwm arall, nofio ysgafn neu feicio. 

Peidiwch Ã¢ chynnwys cerdded.

Mae'r enghreifftiau'n cynnwys palu'r 

ardd, 'spring clîn' neu waith tŷ    

trwm arall, nofio ysgafn neu feicio. 

Peidiwch â chynnwys cerdded.
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Double the languages, double the code.
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Double the Languages, double the help!
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The NSW in Blaise 5

• Standardized resource database across surveys

• ONS themes and layouts

• Datamodel text editor 

• Language selector control

• Defining a culture/fonts/styles/media and texts
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…..which looks like this.



The International 
Passenger Survey (IPS)
Steve Maurice 
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Moving the IPS Tablet 
questionnaire to Blaise 5

A chance to redesign some of the complicated/inconvenient parts of the 

Blaise 4 instrument.
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Current IPS complexities in Blaise 4 

• The “double compiling” procedure to read previous form of the 

current database

• Necessary as part of the sub-sampling to know which type of IsElig

question to present, short or long.

• Used by a lot of other surveys for the creation of second households but 

disliked by most research staff as it requires more thorough testing.

• Seemingly not possible in Blaise 5.

• The Shift Setup questionnaire

• Useful for Interviewers as it saved re-typing the shift information in full.

• Unpopular with everyone else as it’s an extra questionnaire with a 

database being transmitted that nobody needs.

• A result of the dated Case Management System ‘Casebook’ used at ONS.
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“Double Compiling” – Why we use it on IPS
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“Double Compiling” – From a 
researchers perspective
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The Shift Setup Database
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Blaise 5 “Action Manipula Setup” – 1
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Blaise 5 “Action Manipula Setup” – 2
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Blaise 5 “Action Manipula Setup” - 3



Summary
…and some reflections
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If we are unable to answer your questions, we will 

endeavour to follow up in an email after the conference.
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Find out more -

• about the National Survey for Wales here –

https://gov.wales/national-survey-wales

• about the International Passenger Survey here –

https://www.ons.gov.uk/surveys/informationforhousehold

sandindividuals/householdandindividualsurveys/internati

onalpassengersurvey

• And about the ONS here – https://www.ons.gov.uk/

IBUC 202022

https://gov.wales/national-survey-wales
https://www.ons.gov.uk/surveys/informationforhouseholdsandindividuals/householdandindividualsurveys/internationalpassengersurvey
https://www.ons.gov.uk/
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