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SHARE

“The Survey of Health, Ageing and Retirement in 
Europe (SHARE) is a multidisciplinary and cross-
national panel database of micro data on health, 

socio-economic status and social and family 
networks of about 140,000 individuals aged 50 or 

older (around 380,000 interviews). SHARE covers 27 
European countries and Israel.”
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SHARE

• Longitudinal

• Every 2 year same people + refreshers

• Ex-ante harmonised

• All countries same questions

• All countries same software

• All countries same schedule

• Cross-national

• Wave 8 in 28 countries



Themes

• Interviewer

Demographics and networks

Social network

Children

Physical health

Behavioral risk

Cognitive functioning

Mental healthHealth care

Consumption

Linking

Employment and pensions

Computer use

Housing

Financial transfers

Social support

Peak flow

End of life interview

Chair stand

Grip strength

Household income

Assets

Accommodation

Expectations

Walking speed

Blood spots
Time use
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Special waves 3 and 7

Life History Calendar



CAPI development
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New content in 
EN

Decision on 
CAPI content

Programming of 
generic pretest 

CAPI

Testing of 
generic pretest 

CAPI

Frozen generic
version

Compilation of
country-specific

CAPI

Testing of
country-specific

CAPI

Translation of EN 
source

questionnaire

Parallel 

feedback 

loops

Fieldwork



Issue tracking



Translation
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Source 
Questionnaire Translation CTRL

Latvia Slovakia Malta Finland Greece Cyprus

LithuaniaSpainCroatiaSloveniaLuxembourg

Czech Republic Poland Estonia Portugal Hungary

IsraelBelgiumSwitzerlandDenmarkFrance

Austria Germany Sweden Netherlands Italy
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Country specific instruments

Source 
questionnaire

Translation CTRL

XML

Country specific 
questionnaire

Paper version

Paper version

Showcards

Instrument

XML

XML

Layout resource

XML

Case CTRL
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Some selected challenges

• Keyboard navigation
• Children table
• Wordlist
• JobCoder

• Aim to find a solution within the system
• Currently v5.7
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Keyboard navigation



• Validate children and their properties from preload, social network, 
an new ones

• Want questionnaire flow that allows the interviewer to read out with 
‘natural flow’, so no grid.

Children table
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Children table
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Children table
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FOR cnt := 1 to 20 DO

IF (NOT(Preload.PreloadedChildren[cnt].Kidcom=EMPTY))  THEN

getNameLabel(cnt, Preload.PreloadedChildren[cnt].Name, Preload.PreloadedChildren[cnt].Gender, 
Preload.PreloadedChildren[cnt].Year, ChildLabel)

Children_table_row[cnt]:='<br><button text=\'\<black\>'+ChildLabel+'\' background=LightGrey
width=200 OnClick="{Action 
GotoField(\'Sec_CH.CH201_ChildByEnum.Child['+STR(cnt)+'].CH001a_ChildCheck\')}">'

sn_start := cnt

ELSEIF ((Sec_SN.SN906_ChildInSocialNetwork > 0) AND (Sec_SN.SN_Child[cnt-sn_start].Name = Response)) 

THEN

getNameLabel(cnt, Sec_SN.SN_Child[cnt-sn_start].Name, Sec_SN.SN_Child[cnt-sn_start].Gender, 
Sec_SN.SN_Child[cnt-sn_start].Year, ChildLabel)

Children_table_row[cnt]:='<br><button text=\'\<black\>'+ChildLabel+'\' background=LightGrey
width=200 OnClick="{Action 

GotoField(\'Sec_CH.CH201_ChildByEnum.Child['+STR(cnt)+'].CH001a_ChildCheck\')}">'

ENDIF
ENDDO

Children table



• Interviewer needs to read out a time sequence of words

• All navigation should be made impossible during this 

• Once sequence is done, navigation should be turned on

• Not possible to return to the question after response has been 
entered

Word list



Wordlist



Wordlist



Wordlist



Wordlist



Wordlist



• Want to determine an ISCO classification of jobtitle during the 
interview

• No office coding afterward, respondents know their job or can at least 
spot problematic matches 

• Set of +4000 jobtitles

• Monitor their search process

• Allow also for items not in the list

JobCoder



JobCoder



• Define your own algorithms?

• Store what was typed in

• Allow for jobtitle not in the list as a response

JobCoder



• We like Blaise 5 for complex questionnaires

• Quicker to program

• Roles

• Unicode, localization no longer issue

• Not very complex to integrate with existing systems

• Love the XML export, allow for XML import?

Conclusion



Any questions?


