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Goals for MQDS5

1. The primary goal of MQDS for Blaise 5 is to extract Blaise information for:

● reviewing/testing questionnaires

○ without going through the Blaise instrument question by question, export or 

print out the entire questionnaire, check the spelling/translation issues

● preparing documentation

○ export or print the codebook, this will display all questions and statistical 

summary information for each question

● reviewing the data dictionary

○ understand the Blaise data structure to plan for data processing

○ get column definitions, data types, on route question list

1. Simple data output, easy to use, and fast!



History of MQDS 

● V1 - 2003  

○ “BlaiseDoc”

● V2 - 2007

○ Re-written in .NET

○ Included additional utilities

● V3 - 2009

○ Database Driven to use DDI 3.0 standard

● V4 - 2011

○ Enhanced to be more efficient for large data models

○ Enhanced to use DDI 3.1 standard

MQDS4 and earlier
Blaise versions 4.6, 4.7, or 4.8



Basic Structure

High-level Capabilities 

● Database output

● Exportable output (csv, txt, etc)

● Help documentation for every function

● No longer utilizes the DDI Standard

Accessibility

● Desktop application

● No login required

● Minimal configuration required to install



Three Functions

● Create Data Dictionary

● Create Questionnaire

● Create Codebook
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Data Dictionary - Fields

● FieldName
● BlockName
● LocalName
● BaseName
● isBlock
● isSetMember
● isArrayMember
● isAuxField
● Definition Order

● Route Order
● Structure
● Type
● Description
● Question
● Help
● Enumeration
● isAskable
● Used Methods



Data Dictionary- delimited

.TXT File .CSV File



Data Dictionary - SQLite



Three Functions

● Create Data Dictionary

● Create Questionnaire

● Create Codebook



Questionnaire Example Output



Three Functions
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Codebook - Frequencies



Codebook - Enumerated Variable Summary Statistics



Data Dictionary

Includes:

■ Field types (DataField vs. AuxField)

■ Route status (on-route vs. off-route)

■ Data structure types (integer, string, enumeration, set, etc.)

■ Question and description texts

■ Enumerations

■ Special answers



Data Dictionary

5 Simple Steps:

● Step 5: Export Data Dictionary

5 Simple Steps!

● Step 1: Select Blaise 5 .bmix file

● Step 2: Select Mode & Language

● Step 3: Select Additional Output Field 

Options (Optional)
○ Include AuxFields

○ Include Route Order Information

○ Expand Sets

○ Output Block/Section Information

○ Limit to First Array Member

● Step 4: Select Export Format

Animated



Questionnaire

Includes:

■ All possible on-route fields by mode and/or language

■ Field names, labels, question text, response options

■ Interviewer instructions



Questionnaire

4 Simple Steps!

Animated

4 Simple Steps:

● Step 1: Select Blaise 5 .bmix file

● Step 2: Select Mode & Language

● Step 3: Select Questions to Output

● Step 4: Export Questionnaire



Code Book

Includes:

■ Create the summary statistics and frequencies of a survey instrument

■ Frequencies broken down by…

■ empty answers,

■ non-empty

■ non-special answers

■ special answers

■ Enumerated type summary statistics broken down by

■ mean, min, max, standard deviation

■ 25th and 75th percentile. 



Codebook

3 Simple Steps!

3 Simple Steps:

● Step 1: Select Blaise 5 .bdix file

● Step 2: Select Mode & Language

● Step 3: Choose Output Location

● Step 4: Create Codebook

Animated



Future Enhancements

Include:

■ Codebook

● Ability to select a subset of variables for output.

● Include routing logic and universe statements for each variable.

● Additional output formats.



Questions


