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Required Official Disclaimer

• The views expressed in this presentation are 
mine only and not necessarily those of USDA-
NASS



The surveys

• Colony Loss
– Conducted quarterly

– Samples size of ~3,500

• Bee and Honey Production, Disposition and 
Income
– Conducted annually

– Sample size of ~ 9000

• Overlap of 1,500 to 2,500 respondents



Overlapping Data Collection

• Quarterly Colony Loss 

– data collection the first two weeks of January, 
April, July, and October

• Bee and Honey 

– Data collection mid-December through January

• Coordinate during overlapping time



Coordination History (1)

• Original approach – send a field interviewer 
with paper copies of both surveys

• Second approach – Use Blaise 4 to call Colony 
Loss then have interviewer complete a paper 
form over the phone



Coordination History (2)

• Third Approach 
– A windows 
based call 
coordinator 
that uses Blaise 
4 instruments



Coordination History (3)

• Current Approach – Use Blaise 5 to coordinate 
directly from the Colony Loss survey



How Does it Work?
The Nuts & Bolts (1)

Step 1: Make the button and set visibility settings



How Does it Work?
The Nuts & Bolts (2)

Step 2: Make the button do something by setting 
properties for the OnClick event



How Does it Work?
The Nuts & Bolts (3)

Step 3: Set some parameters



How Does it Work?
The Nuts & Bolts (4)

Step 3: Set some parameters



Looking forward

• How do we improve on what we have now?

– Determine next survey and guid at dynamically

– Skip intro questions after first survey

• Use a separate module that runs once, explore using 
launcher feature for this, or use our own instrument

• Provide answers from first survey to subsequent 
surveys



Questions Now?

Questions Later?
E-mail: Kenneth.Rosbach@usda.gov
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