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Introduction

• Brave new world

• Use prior experience as a guide

• Be open-minded
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History of Blaise at Michigan

• Blaise users for 25 years.

• Began testing and evaluating Blaise 5 in 2009 (Blaise NG/Community 
Technology Review released in December 2009).

• Our largest survey began transitioning to Blaise 5 in late 2013.  Their 
first full wave in production was in 2018.

• The majority of our mixed-mode and web surveys use Blaise 5. 

• Blaise 4 is alive and well for many single-mode CAPI/CATI surveys.  

• The Blaise 4 CATI Call Scheduler is used inside our telephone facility’s 
SMS application.
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Blaise 4 and 5 at a Glance

Blaise 4

• Single-user application

• Basic control center 

• Proprietary database 
• (Blaise IS exception *.boi file)

• Targets Windows devices

Blaise 5

• Client-Server application

• Integrated IDE w/IntelliSense

• Store data in any relational 
database 

• Windows, iOS, and Android
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Abandon Blaise 4 Tools and Features?!
• Menu Editor

• Data Centre 

• Alien procedures

• Bascula, Cameleon, Delta, X-Tool 

• Mode Library, Dep Configuration

• Hospital, Database management

• With Blaise 5 everything 
changed…
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Blaise 5 – Control Center & Developer 
Environment
• Integrated Development 

Environment (IDE) 
w/IntelliSense.

• Roles (interviewer help)

• Modes, true languages

• Security enhancements.

• Client-Server.

• Some quirkiness.
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Blaise 5 – Syntax 

• Many of the Blaise 4 syntax elements 
were brought forward:
• Some exceptions: table, newline, etc.

• Alien Routers were removed. 

• Rules engine differences.

• New extensions in Blaise 5: 
• Mode, Text Roles, Special Answers, Field 

Properties, Function, Constants.
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Blaise 5 – End User Interface
• The presentation layer is 

separated from the logic layer.
• Groups are an exception to this rule. 

• In more recent versions of Blaise 5 
layout section returned.

• Layouts
• We can parameterize almost 

anything.

• Resource Database
• Careful of what you wish for…

• Control over the entire look and feel of a survey…
• All this comes with a steep learning curve.
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Blaise 5 – Servers

• Separate server roles:

• Server Events & Listeners.

• Opens new ways of interacting with Blaise.

• User management.
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Blaise 5 – APIs and Versions

• API’s are Blaise version specific and backward compatible.
• Utilities have to match the compiled datamodel Blaise version.

• Oddities with licensing.
• Sometimes utilities need the SerialNumber.txt file (sometimes this not true).

• What files need to be deployed with utilities.

• Recommend utilities to use the new API.
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Blaise 5 – Session Data

• In Blaise 4 working and completed data was stored in same database.

• The session database was first introduced in Blaise IS.

• Working database while the interview is being conducted.

• Session data… 
• Session data does hang from time to time.

• Beneficial for recovering main case data.

• Hard to update main case data on purpose.  E.g. Changing incentives.
• This feature has been added in the latest versions of Blaise.

• To get around this issue you can pass data via command line parameters.

• Export session and main data and take the latest.
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Blaise 5 – Metadata

• Audit: 
• Moved to a database. 

• Ability to insert custom audit trail events.

• Audit data is useful for section field timings, recovering cases, and 
understanding where a given survey is having issues.

• Field Properties: 
• IsVisited data.

• Customization with endless possibilities.
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Blaise 5 – Manipula

• ManiPlus→Manipula Dialogs

• Has all features of Blaise 4, AND…
• You have interceptors.

• You have Action Setup.

• Session data.

• API and meta data.
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Programming Standards

• Use existing organizational specifications and standards as a guide.

• Adapt standards to the new programming environment.

• Recognize limitations from the old environment and change to the 
new.
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Conclusion

• Blaise 5 due to its unique environment is not all peaches and cream.

• Grown to appreciate Blaise 5 without the Blaise 4 overtones.

• We still have much more to learn.
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Questions

Thank you!
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