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What is the LCF?

The Living Costs and Food Survey (LCF) collects information on

spending patterns and the cost of living that reflects household
budgets across the country.

What is the Diary?

Previously each person kept a record of their individual spending by
recording it all on a paper diary.

Currently the interviewer sets up an excel spreadsheet for each member
of the household which contains a Tab for each day of the collection
period and a separate ‘Area’ on that Tab for each expenditure block.
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LCF Stakeholders
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LCF Diary application
Development
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The very old ways...
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The New way...

The new requirement is to be able to enter the information into a Blaise 5 questionnaire
so that some of the Data can be transferred automatically.

It needs to be a single questionnaire, but with the manoeuvrability of an Excel
spreadsheet. It should still gather the same data as the multiple files.
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Problems!
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Re-Development
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The NEW new way...
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Navigation is key - Parallels vs. Buttons

DIA2213b
Days
Day1
) Food and drink brought home

Food and drinks away from home

Clothing and footwear

Other payments and purchases

Winnings
Home grown/free food
Trips abroad

Business refunds

Household Info

Money given to child
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Further developments
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Summary pages — Customers Design

Breadcrumb trail will adjust so the interviewer can easily see

/ which record they are working on
~ .
Bob Smith [MFS] >> Sunday 29/01/2023 >> Food and drink brought home N

N

Save and
Item — 1 Co-op Can of diet coke £1.50 m Days sign out to
Item — 2 Co-op Packet of Wotsits £0.90 Edit Delete be included
- - Day 1 \ at each
Item - 3 Co-op Brown bread ham and £2.75 m Day 2 stage

tomato sandwich
Item — 4 ASDA Receipt \ £87.90 Shortcuts being developed to support
easy navigation — these will change

Easy to view according to the page
entries already Easy to navigate to
included for the previous entries to make
Easy to add person, day amendments or delete
new entry and section | incorrect entries

@ Office for National Statistics Focus group - Blaise 5 content in development




Summary pages — Final look

LCF Diary
Andy Watson [MFS] >> Thursday 05/10/2023 >> Food and drink brought home

Item - 1 - Asda - Fish - £2.50

Lo oo

Item - 2 - Asda - Chips - £1.50

o o]

Item - 3 - Asda - Curry Sauce - £1.00

(o oo

Item - 4 - Asda - Saveloy Sausage - £2.30

o o]

Item - 5 - Asda - Steak and Kidney Pie - £3.75

(o oo

Item - é - Asda - Mushy Peas - £1.25

[ [E =]

GoTo ->
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Questions?
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LFS

Modernising the Labour Force Survey (LFS) with Blaise 5
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The Labour Force Survey (LFS)

Survey of households living at et

LFS0323  Household_Information Household_Reference_Person Benefit_unit Information_about_next_inteview Timing_administration_and_household_outcome

private addresses in the UK. —

. . . ode e d as 2 non-contact W2- ind open a new hhid
hou !d F st wave but eligible this wave:
Provides information on the UK gt e S
@ 1. Yes € 7. Circumstantial refusal all members
2. Non tctallmemb - WAVE 2-5 8. Ineligible
a Our Illar et. SOTgh f b - WAVE 2-5 9. Later
" 4. Circumstan 1 f la memb =
5. Nom

efus: - WAVE 2-5
onta T all member: WAVEI
t al

« Used to develop, and reporton | r
labour market policies. L

Longitudinal survey with rotated
sample

Additonal Annual Population Survey
boost to sample from 1984.
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The Labour Force Survey (LFS)

1973-1983: Carried out every two years
1984-1991: Annual

1992-2006: Seasonal Quarters
2006-Present: Calendar Quarters
Sample size steadily increased
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More information on LFS

* More information about the history available in Volume 1 of
LFS User Guides:
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Early LMS Current LMS New LMS

« Started as a longitudinal « Two modes - CAWI and CATI
Test + Separate databases

+ One mode: CAWI * CAWI hosted at NISRA

S + CATI hosted at ONS on Cloud —
+ Hosted: NISRA via “Deploy Questionnaire

« Currently in Development

« Three modes: CAWI, CATI
& CAPI

+ All modes hosted at ONS

*Re-used Resource Service" ) « All modes in one database
Database from Opinions ——— + Resource database further = = .
and Lifestyle Survey (OPN). == —— developed to enable fast = = + Login process handled by
keyboard data entry s Data Collection Platform

or National Statistics IBUC 2023 ' office for National Statistics IBUC 2023 Office for National Statistics IBUC 2023




Early LMS

o Started as a longitudinal
Test P

* One mode: CAWI ]
 Hosted: NISRA ‘

* Re-used Resource ==
Database from Opinions
and Lifestyle Survey (OPN).
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Early LMS

Main Questionnaire
Cohorts Al through Whole sample In -> Login
J5 one database guestionnaire ->
Main Questionnaire

Sample size: Just
67 cases per cohort
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Early LMS

« “Survey Enquiry Line”
Q’re in Blaise 4

* Post collection processes:

Blaise 4 Manipula
launched via VB6 app.

[o] Lrs2003a.adt
[ LMs2003a.bdb
[ Lns2003a.bdm
[ Lms2003a.bfi
[7] Lms2003a.bjk
[ LMS2003a.bla
[ LMs2003a.bmi
[? LMs2003a.bpf
[7] Lms2003a.bpk
[7] Lms2003a.bsk
[ Lns2003a.btc
[ Lms2003a.bted
[ LMs2003a.btci
[7] Lns2003a.btd
[ Lms20034.bth
[ Lms2003a.bti
[Z2 Lisz003a.btr
[7] Lnis2003a bxi
[E] Lms2003alog
[ Lns2003a tdb
[ Lms2003a.tdi
|=] LMS2004a.log

E@ UpdateCaseStatus.csv

VOUCHERS

LETTERS

OTHER PROCESSES

85! LMS - Vouchers — m} X

Add

Remove
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Current LMS

Two modes - CAWI and CATI

Home Deploy a questionnaire View deployment history Check Blaise status

Separate databases o

Upload and deploy a new Blaise package. You can also reinstall a previously uploaded questionnaire

C‘ \W I I I O Ste d at N I S I z l \ When a questionnaire file is selected and you continue to deploy this questionnaire file, this may take a few
minutes.

Given this, do not navigate away from this page during this process. You will be re-directed when there is an

CATI hosted at ONS on Cloud —

[ choose Fite [ofile chosen

J Deploy Questionnaire Service Sign out [

L] “ L] L]
via “Deploy Questionnaire = -

< Home

Se rVi Ce” LMS2310_GP1

Questionnaire details

Questionnaire status @ Active
 Resource database further
Modes CAWL, CATI
4 Resource Setc (6) Number of cases 10795
developed to enable fast rreener
interviewer S!‘ 5.9.9.2735
keyb oard data e ntry s
Wabh Small
vy EL—:‘ mali Telephone Operations start date No start date specified, using survey days Add start date
Print
NialA CAWI mode details
- Unique Access Codes generated 10795 R e B e
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LMS

Cloner for Blaise 5 - m} X

Original Files

- - Source Folder
) I ‘ O O rt p e r Q l l e Stl O I l I l al re D-\Blaise5\Surveys\LMS_MixedMode\Source\5.9. 9\OCTOBER\GR1
Select Source Folder

Source Solution

* Login questionnaire -> Main
Questionnaire —
* 10,795 Fresh Cases added
each week ( down from a
peak of 14Kk)

Oora 10
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Current LMS

Totalmobile details

e Survey Enquiry Line Q're now a
Parallel of CATI questionnaire

Totalmobile release date 19/10/2023 (6 hours from now) Change or delete release date

 Data from CAWI -> CATI every hour
« Wave 1 Telephone numbers =
collected and inserted via Knock to
Nudge and “Telematching” service

 Post collection processes moved to
Blaise 5 with a C# launcher

Network Mode ~
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New LMS

 Currently in Development

* Three modes: CAWI, CATI
& CAP

* All modes hosted at ONS
* All modes in one database

 Login process handled by
Data Collection Platform

IBUC 2023
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Summary

...and some reflections
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Questions?
Questions?
Questions?

If we are unable to answer your gquestions, we will
endeavour to follow up in an email after the conference.

@ Office for National Statistics 33 IBUC 2023



Find out more -

« about the National Survey for Wales here —
https://gov.wales/national-survey-wales

 about the International Passenger Survey here —
https://www.ons.gov.uk/surveys/informationforhousehold
sandindividuals/householdandindividualsurveys/internati
onalpassengersurvey

 And about the ONS here — https://www.ons.gov.uk/

M Office for National Statistics 34 IBUC 2023


https://gov.wales/national-survey-wales
https://www.ons.gov.uk/surveys/informationforhouseholdsandindividuals/householdandindividualsurveys/internationalpassengersurvey
https://www.ons.gov.uk/surveys/informationforhouseholdsandindividuals/householdandindividualsurveys/internationalpassengersurvey
https://www.ons.gov.uk/surveys/informationforhouseholdsandindividuals/householdandindividualsurveys/internationalpassengersurvey
https://www.ons.gov.uk/

Speakers

Andy Watson - ONS

Blaise Developer
andy.watson@ons.gov.uk

Steve Maurice - ONS

Blaise Developer
steven.maurice@ons.gov.uk
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