Michigan Questionnaire Documentation System
(MQDS): A User’s Perspective

Heidi Guyer and Gina-Qian Cheung
The University of Michigan

The Michigan Questionnaire Documentation System (MQDS) is a survey documentation
tool developed by the Survey Research Center at the University of Michigan based on
the Blaise® System. MQDS can be used to produce questionnaire documentation and
codebooks for instruments programmed in Blaise. The system is web-based allowing for
the inclusion of linked data such as logic routing or skips patterns, respondent booklet
text, question objectives, and other such ancillary information. Other features of the
MQDS include the capability to produce documentation in multiple languages, a utility for
producing a SAS dataset from Blaise data, and a utility for merging documentation from
large or complex data sets. The compare feature of the system allows for the comparison
of Blaise datamodels. This feature can be used to compare different data models within
a study, as well as to compare similar questionnaires or sections between studies. This
presentation will provide an overview and demonstration of the various MQDS utilities.



