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Introduction 

 Longitudinal studies at RTI International 

 

 

 Work, Family and Health Study (WFHS) 

 

 

 

 

 

Wave 1 Wave 2 Wave 3 Wave 4 

Wave 1 (Baseline: 2009 - 2011) 

Wave 2 (6 months) 

Wave 3 (12 months) 

Wave 4 (18 months: 2011 - 2012) 
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Overview of Work, Family and Health Study 

 Participating research teams: 

– Penn State University 

– Harvard University 

– University of Minnesota 

– Portland State University 

– Michigan State University 

– Kaiser Permanente’s Center for Health Research 

– RTI International (Data Coordinating Center) 

 Studied the impact of workplace programs and policies 

and how they affect employees’ work, health and family 

members’ health and well-being.  
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Data Collection Components 

 Computer-assisted interviews in person and by phone 

 Basic health measures 

 DBS (dried blood spots) 

 Actigraphy (measuring sleep quality via an actigraphy 

wrist watch) 

 Saliva collection 

 Telephone-based Daily Diary survey  

 Qualitative interviews  
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 8 worksite interviews: “Employee” and “Manager”  

 4 worksite interviews: “DBS/Actigraphy”  

 6 home interviews: “Employee Home” and “Child”   

 2 telephone interviews: “Spouse/Partner”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Computer Assisted Interviews on Laptops 
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 Verification interview with employees and managers 

to check the quality of interviewer work  

 Attriter interview with employees and managers 

– Attriters – respondents who leave the workplace as of the 6, 

12, or 18 month visit   

– Blaise instrument – one for up to three follow-up interviews 

 

 

Computer Assisted Telephone Interviews  
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Challenges 

 RTI Systems 

– Integrated Field Management System (IFMS) 

– General Survey Control System 

– Custom Reports  

 Interview Status reports split and/or combined 

 Health Measures, DBS, Daily Diary eligibility reports  

 

 Web Portal 

– File and data exchange  

– Web pages for Data Entry  

 

 



RTI International 

Blaise Data in SQL Server Tables 

 Data needed for: 

– Status updates for reports 

– Data  Entry 

– Follow-up interviews 

 ImportBlaise2SQL 

application 

– Configuration table 

– Temporary tables with 

Blaise data  

– Stored procedure to set 

statuses  

 Variables processed - 851 

from 22 Blaise databases   
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Modifications to Integrated Field Management System 

 More than 100 reports  

– Dynamically create a list of reports for a selected wave 

 Summarized status report created by .Net program 

– New columns added when collection started for a new worksite 

– Expected final size of report – 58 rows x 243 columns 
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Modifications to Control System 

 18 Custom reports  

– .Net application to call 

report URL to create an 

html file to post on the 

web portal 

 

 Locator database  

– Contact information for 

the RTI Tracing 

Operations System  

– Updated information for 

CATI Attriter interviews  
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Public Web Portal  

 File and data exchange 

– User authentication  

– Roles and permissions 

– Reports for a specific 

user  

 

 Data Entry 

– Dried blood spots results 

– Status of Daily Diary and 

Saliva collections 

– Update Control System 

Reports 

 

 



RTI International 

Blaise Instruments – Development 

 Questionnaire Specification Database (QSD) 

– Simple creation of specs for follow-up interviews  

– Manageable tracking of changes 

– Quick development of Blaise instruments 

– Synchronized specs and Blaise code 
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Blaise Instruments – Support 

 Follow-up interviews on field interviewer laptops 

– Remote installation of 14 Blaise instruments 

– Verification of instrument version  

 Upgrade of Blaise Instrument 

– Master database at RTI  

– Database on FI laptops 

– Case database in transfer  
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Conclusion 

 Status of the Work, Family and Health Study 

– Wave 1 and Wave 2 completed 

– More than 24,000 cases created to conduct interviews  

– Almost 20,000 interviews completed  

– Wave 3 and Wave 4 are in progress   

 New, modified, and existing applications help make 

data collection successful! 
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Thank You! 

 

 
Questions? 

Contacts: 

Lilia Filippenko: lfilippenko@rti.org 

Mai Wickelgren: mvp@rti.org 

Venkat Yetukuri: vyetukuri@rti.org 

Sridevi Sattaluri: ssattaluri@rti.org 

Preethi Jayaram: pjayaram@rti.org 
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