Converting a CATI Instrument from Blaise 4 to
Blaise 5 for Pilot Testing
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Some Background

* NASS  Westat
— Provides Agricultural Statistics for USA — North American Distributer
— Over 120 distinct surveys per year — They have the expertise

— Over 350 survey instances per year

— Provided high level demo
— Blaise for CATI and CADI modes
— Use in-house systems for CAWI & CAPI
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Project Goal

 Show Blaise 5 capabilities to
Senior Level Managers

e Convert a NASS project to Blaise 5
— How much time?
— How much effort?

— Do we need to reprogram
everything?
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NASS
Mink Survey

Blaise 4.8 — CATI and CADI

Simple survey

Only 30 data items

NASS shell code — 30 complex moduels

Edit data across years

Preload database P on o ki Egﬁi:ﬁugtg
Of the total in Items 2 and 3, how many are in each of the following color classes? (Number) (Number)
a. Black - (Standard, PureDark) . ... .............................. 101 201
b. Demi/Wild - (Dark Brown, Ranch Wild, Demi-buff). ... .............. 102 202
c. Pastel-(Dawn, Orchid) ... ... .. .. .. . .. ... ... ... ... ......... 103 203
d. Sapphire . ... 104 204
e. Bluelris - (Aleutian, Gunmetal) . . ............. .. ................ 105 205
f.o Mahogany ....... .. ... ... .. .. ... 106 208
g. Pearl ... 107 207
h. Lavender - (Lavender-Hope) . ... ... ... .. ... ... ... ...... 108 208
i. Violet- (Cameo, Winterblue, Glacial). . ........................... 109 209
o OWRItE 110 210
k. Palomino. ... ... .. ... .. ... ... 12 22
. Other (Specify: ). .. |11 a1
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Conversion

Pilot Test Conversion Tool
e Utilize multimode capabilities of Blaise 5 ¢ Converts most of source code

e Retail shell code base

* Database
* Concentrate proof of concept on larger — Blaise 4to 5
production activities — Blaise 5 to 4

— lgnored formatting
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Process — Source Code

s

Hew Open
. Open
Blaise4to5Source.exe — —— Open Sokitr
e o Open an existing solution
o . Save As Op_e_n
* Click button in Control Centre )
ose
el B Open Project
= Open an existing project
= ] Open
+. Options Project
¢ Exit Application
- Open File
| Open an existing file
Open
File

E Convert Blaise 4 Sources
ﬁ a3 et e Bision 4 15 S Coneerior

Convert Blaise

4 Sources
Import existing table
S-z._f_‘ Add a project for an existing database table
Import

existing table




Process — Source Code

Blaise4to5Source.exe

e Click button in Control Centre

 Fill ininformation

File name: CANASS\OriginalSource\Mink_POC\MIKPCDinst.bla C' Convert |

Y CI i C k CO nve rt Source search path: U

Mode library: CANASS\OriginalSource\Mink_POC\modelib.bm |
Destination path: CANASS\OriginalSource\Mink_POC\MinkS ™
[¥] Write converted include file(s) always to destination [ Advanced...
Qutput:
13:42:23 NEWPAGE commented out (line=420, pos=3). Involwved file: MIKPODinst.bla -

13:42:23 DUMMY commented out (line=503, pos=3). Involved file: MIKPODinst.bla

13:42:23 FORMSTATUS not supported anymore! (line=782, pos=9). Involved file: MIKPODi:
13:42:23 FORMSTATUS not supported anymore! (line=782, pos=31). Involved file: MIKPOD:
13:42:23 ENVVAR not supported anymore! (line=785, pos=27). Invelved file: MIKPODinst
13:42:23 FORMSTATUS not supported anymore! (line=788, pos=9). Involved file: MIKPODi:
13:42:23 FORMSTATUS not supported anymore! (line=801, pos=48). Involved file: MIKPOD:,
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Process — Source Code

Blaise4to5Source.exe Minor Issues

e Click button in Control Centre e EnvVar

e Fill in information e Attributes

e Click Convert  Primary Key
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Process — Database

Blaise 4 To 5 Data Converter Wizard = Welcome -

Blaise4to5Data.exe

e Converts bdb or boi to bdix
e Configure bdix

— Your choice of DB format

Welcome
This wizard converts your Blaise 4.x data file to a Blaise 5 database.

Prerequisite: you need a Blaise 5 prepared data model file (*.bmix) before
you can convert your Blaise 4.x data file.

How to get a Blaise 5 prepared data model file (*.bmix)?
You can use the Blaise 4 to 5 Converter tool to convert your Blaise 4.x source

files to Blaise 5 source files. Once you have Blaise 5 source files, you can
prepare them into a Blaise 5 prepared data model (*.bmix).

To continue, click Next.

Cancel
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Process — Database

5 ™

& Blaise 4 To 5 Data Converter Wizard - Blaise 4 Database File X3 &+ Blaise 4 To 5 Data Converter Wizard - Select Blaise 5 Files X4

‘Blaise 4 Database File
~ Select the database file that you want to convert

Blaise 5 Files
) Select data model file (*.bmix), data interface file (*.bdix) and possibly ¢ :
Sstorethedatain == 0

Blaise 4.x Data File Blaise Data Model File (*.bmix)
kANASS\OriginalSource\Mink_POC\MIKPODinst.bdb () CANASS\Blaise5\Mink_POC\MIKPODinst.bmix ()
Blaise Data Interface File (*.bdix)

Compiled Data Model File
CANASS\OriginalSource\Mink_POC\MIKPODinst.bmi

= C:ANASS\Blaise5\Mink_POC\MIKPODinst.bdix ()

You also need a Blaise database file (*.bdbx). The data will be stored in this file. This database file

Dt model Search pam will be referenced in the Blaise Data Interface file that you have specified above.

Database File Name (*.bdbx)
External Search path C:\ANASS\Blaise5\Mink_POC\MIKPODinst.bdbx @

To continue, click Next.

Concel | [ <Back | Nea> ]| Comen [ goncel J[ <Bock |




Process — Database

&+ Blaise 4 To 5 Data Converter Wizard - Options &+ Blaise 4 To 5 Data Converter Wizard - Blaise 4 To 5 Data Converter XS

Blaise 4 To 5 Data Converter

Specification is complete. Summary of your selection:

@ i /
Delete all Blaise 5 records first Input database:

1 / : e : 5
I {abie mckes s Dt covirassm Bicerts and ot Hices acpa afiesasrls / CANASS\OriginalSource\Mink_POC\MIKPQODinst.bdb

Output data model:
CANASS\Blaise5\Mink_POC\MIKPODinst.bmix

Display a warning if conversion errors occur

["] Convert suppressed signals _ - Output data interface:

CANASS\Blaise5\Mink_POC\MIKPODinst.bdix

Execute the rules on Blaise 5 records before writing
QOutput database:

Write to log file
C:ANASS\Blaise5\Mink_POC\MIKPODinst.bdbx

To continue, click Next. Click Convert to start the conversion process

Cancel |[ <Back | Next> || conver |

| cCancel || <Back | ne> || Convert |




Multimode

Layout Set Groups Reflects Resource Database

LSF LOCNUP FLAG

[ . Layout Set manageme x4
P Layout Set management = W oot s g
Layout Sets | Layout Set Groups
Layout Sets | Layout Set Groups e | B Edit Layout Set
CATl-Large (1024x768) = Add... r
Telephone Self-Large {1024x758) = E Layout Set name: Mobile-Tablet
I
Self |Mohile-Tabl!t (768x1024) L =
Mobile | Paper-Large (1024x768) .| | Delete | Layout Set Group: | Mobile
Paper Layout Set Group where this sat is used: Resource Set: | Medium
: . Telephaone Style: lMateriatBIueMedmm

Layout Sets in this group: Self

: Required Style: | True

: J
Mobile-Tablet (768x1024) - [ Mol
Paper 5 ;
Mobile-Phone (320x480) 2 Poge items: X
Mobile-Laptop (1024x768) Resize mode: |Auto
M Close . s
Design width: 768




Resource Database Changes

CAWI
e Changed a TextSource to “Name”  AnswerlistArea cell
— Display field’s descriptive text instead of — Added Category button
field name — Added Special Answer button
* Deleted groupText cell e SpecialAnswerArea cell
e Added fieldText cell — Added Special Answer button

— Added display for question text of columns
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Resource Database Changes

CATI

e Copied Default Table template  Added Field Question Text as 15t Row
— Named it MinkTable




Code Modifications for Layouts

Grouped Tables
e Enumerated field & Other specify e Already separate blocks
e Address information * No changes needed!

— City

— State

— Zip code
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More Modifications

Layouts
IH

e Fields made “critical” on tables
— Resolve display fields when moving rows

e Different templates for
— Other Specify
— Address group
— Tables

e Page breaks
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Resource Database

Changed font
Field Text Property — TextSource to “Value”

Applicably condition
— POSITION(‘Label’, FieldDefinition.LocalName)>0

Moved LabelTextOnly above Vertical
template
— Auto-assign auxfields containing “label” to green

Renamed table template Abreast as
CityStateZip




End Product

OLD NEW

[& Mink [ i mixeoD150000 %\
Forms Answer Mavigate Options Help &« € | [ localhost/MIKPODIns

DekoppEHE ~XBREBFRRES B

MIKPOD150000 |Appc|mment | NonResponse | ELMOComments I Dumdakppmnnnentl

Operation Name:
Person Name:

[ENUM] Who is responding?
Please update any field that is incorrect.

The street address/route number of this operation Is: 1234 SOMEWHERE LANE
| J
Rather not answer

Don't know

The additional street address/route number of this operation is:

@ 1. Operator or Manager (" 4. Partner [ |
(" 2. Spouse 9. Other Rather not answer
(" 3. Accountant or Bookkeeper : ' b
Don't know
Monitoring l—]. Proceed
WhyOB The city/town of this operation The state abbreviation is: 1D The zip code for this operation
Specify is: ANYWHERE ] is: 22222
[———————]
Wh Rather not answer
WholsRsp l_]- Operator Rather not answer e Rather not answer
Respndnt |IMA FARMER Don't know Don't know
Relationship

USDA
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Results

e Successfully converted from Blaise 4 to Blaise 5
— Blaise 5 allows CATI, CAWI, and CAPI modes

e Conversion Tools are easy to use
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